home again in the evening : and his feeling for her was one
of sympathy and compassion. In view of his escapade with
Olga, he felt little qualified to sit in judgment on his
typist. Like him, she was a poor creature, ill protected
against the surprises of her body. He even doubted whether
the incident was as regrettable as he had thought it at first.
Perhaps it was all to the good, and would stir Eusebe out
of his vegetable torpor.

c All right,' said he, * we will say no more about it. For
the future, try to be more dignified, and keep your distance
with Eusebe.*

* Don't worry, Monsieur Michaud;   these things only
happen once. I won't let myself be caught a second time/

Taken, as she had been, in the very act, Solange had had
a bad moment. It was not that she feared any reprisal.
But she dreaded the possible contempt of the two partners.
But the paternal, almost benevolent tone of Michaud's
admonition completely reassured her. When the effects of
his surprise were over, he seemed to see in the affair no more
than a slightly indecorous episode, not quite appropriate to
the routine of an Estate Office. Her conscience was nowat rest.

* Please ring M. Lolivier at his flat/ said Michaud.   c I'm
afraid he may be ill, or that something has happened to him.
It's a quarter to eleven.'

Solange, as she returned to her place in the other room,
flung a smile at Eusebe, and lifted her skirt like a dancer to
the level of her thighs. The boy sat for a moment quivering
all over, and slaughtered three envelopes in succession.1

There was no answer from Lolivier's flat.  Michaud was

1This incident did not produce the consequences expected by Eusebe.
That afternoon, taking advantage of the week-end, Solange went to the
cinema, and happened to sit beside a strikingly handsome young man of
twenty. During the interval, she conducted a dashing conversation and
showed her legs to such purpose that her nose passed unobserved. Having
become the handsome young man's mistress, Solange behaved very harshly
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